
2
ADULT PRE-EXERCISE  
SCREENING SYSTEM (APSS) V2 (2019)

NO

CURRENT PHYSICAL ACTIVITY/EXERCISE

YES

EXERCISE PROGRESSION:  
It is advised that you discuss any progression (volume, intensity, duration, modality) with an exercise professional to optimise your results.

FIGURE 1:  Stage 1 Screening Steps

FIGURE 2:  Exercise Intensity Guidelines

40 to <55% HRmax* VERY LIGHT TO 
LIGHT RPE# 1-2

• An aerobic activity that does 
not cause a noticeable change 

in breathing rate

• An intensity that can be 
sustained for at least 60 

minutes 

LIGHT

55 to <70% HRmax*
MODERATE TO 

SOMEWHAT  
HARD RPE# 3-4

• An aerobic activity that is 
able to be conducted whilst 
maintaining a conversation 

uninterrupted

• An intensity that may last 
between 30 and 60 minutes 

MODERATE

70 to <90% HRmax* HARD
 RPE# 5-6

• An aerobic activity in which 
a conversation generally 

cannot be maintained 
uninterrupted

• An intensity that may last up 
to 30 minutes 

VIGOROUS

≥ 90% HRmax* VERY HARD
 RPE# 7

• An aerobic activity in which 
it is difficult to talk at all

• An intensity that generally 
cannot be sustained for longer 

than about 10 minutes 

HIGH

* HRmax = estimated heart rate maximum.  Calculated by subtracting age in years from 220 (e.g. for a 50 year old person = 220 - 50 = 170 beats per minute).

# = Borg’s Rating of Perceived Exertion (RPE) scale, category scale 0-10. 

Modified from Norton K, L. Norton & D. Sadgrove. (2010). Position statement on physical activity and exercise intensity terminology.  
J Sci Med Sport 13, 496-502.

Did you answer yes to any question in stage 1?
STAGE 1 (COMPULSORY)

INTENSITY CATEGORY HEART RATE MEASURES PERCEIVED EXERTION 
MEASURES  DESCRIPTIVE MEASURES 

TOTAL WEIGHTED PHYSICAL  
ACTIVITY/EXERCISE <150 MIN

Light to moderate intensity exercise is 
recommended. Increase your volume  

and intensity slowly. 

TOTAL WEIGHTED PHYSICAL  
ACTIVITY/EXERCISE ≥ 150 MIN

Continue with your current physical 
activity/exercise levels.

Please seek guidance from an 
appropriate allied health professional 

or medical practitioner prior to 
undertaking exercise. 

https://www.essa.org.au/
https://sma.org.au/
https://fitness.org.au/
http://exerciseismedicine.com.au



